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ABOUT PASPCR
The PanAmerican Society for Pigment Cell Research
(PASPCR) is an international group of scientists from
across the Americas. Each year, the society’s annual
meeting brings together pigment cell researchers
with translational scientists, clinicians and patient
advocates unified in their interest in melanin,
melanocytes and melanoma.
WHY LEXINGTON / WHY ONLINE
Virtually 100% of grey horses (usually described as
“white”) will get melanoma in their lifetimes. In
recognition of the Bluegrass region’s particularly rich
equine tradition, we are expanding the 2021 meeting
to include a day focused on horse pigmentation and
melanoma. PASPCR will partner with the University
of Kentucky College of Agriculture, Food and
Environment’s Gluck Equine Research Center to
introduce scientific research and translational clinical
possibilities related to horse pigmentation and
melanoma. We’re expanding our “reach” by offering
online streaming of all the sessions, too!
PIGMENTATION RESEARCH
Internationally- and nationally-renowned pigment,
melanocyte and melanoma scientists and clinicians
will gather in Lexington, Ky., to share the latest
groundbreaking research related to pigmentation and
melanocyte biology. From plenary sessions, panel
discussions, keynote addresses and facility tours,
pigmentation research will be at the forefront of all
programming.
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JOINT SYMPOSIA
In addition to the UK Gluck Equine Research Center,
PASPCR will partner with the American Society for
Photobiology (ASP) and the Skin of Color Society
(SOCS) to expand this annual conference into a joint
symposium, open to all society members.
SPECIAL SESSIONS
Industry Panels. Researchers and leaders in
Industry will discuss pigment and melanoma
research and commercialization outside the
traditional academic setting.
Mentorship Mixer. Dedicated to advancing the
careers of trainees, the Mentorship Mixer event is
dedicated to pairing trainees with PASCPR mentors.
Current relationships are strengthened and new
relationships formed at this popular gathering.
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI)
Initiative. Speakers and programming will reflect
the vital role of DEI in all aspects of enhancing
pigment cell research, from expanding career
opportunities – regardless of race, ethnicity, gender,
gender identification, disability or sexual orientation
– to considering pigment cell research issues across
persons of varying complexion.
Scientific Council of the International
Federation of Pigment Cell Societies (IFPCS).
Top pigment cell and melanoma biologists from
across the globe will join PASPCR 2021 for their
annual council meeting, further enhancing our
conference with research presentations and
networking opportunities.

WHY 
PARTICIPATE?

Expand your knowledge of 
the area of equine 
melanoma and the horse as 
a model for pigment cell 
biology.

Network with thought 
leaders in the field as well 
as NIH officials and 
industry representatives.

Hear the latest, cutting-edge 
research on melanoma, 
vitiligo, albinism and other 
disorders of pigmentation.

Access trainees and junior 
investigators at our 
“Mentorship Mixer” event.

Develop new collaborations 
through many built-in 
opportunities for informal 
interactions with other 
conference attendees.

Enjoy the beauty and 
amenities found in the 
Bluegrass area of Kentucky.

Choose either in-person or 
online registration!



WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
• Opening Remarks 
• Plenary Session 1: Diverse human pigmentation, 

vitiligo and pigmentary disorders - Joint 
Symposium with the Skin of Color Society

• Young Investigator Award Presentation & Seminar
• Aaron Lerner Award Presentation & Seminar
• Welcome Reception 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
• Industry Panel: Pigment and melanoma research 

and commercialization outside academia
• Plenary Session 2: UV radiation, DNA damage 

and melanoma - Joint Symposium with the 
American Society for Photobiology 

• Plenary Session 3: Melanocyte signaling and 
melanoma

• Lunch & PASPCR Council 
• Plenary  Session 4: Melanocyte development, 

differentiation and melanoma
• Panel Discussion: Pigment cell considerations 

across complexions- Joint Symposium with the 
Skin of Color Society

• Mentorship Mixer
• Dine-a-Round (dinner on own in downtown)
• Dessert Extravaganza at Hyatt Regency

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
• Panel Discussion: Championing diversity and 

inclusivity in science
• Plenary Session 5: Animal models for 

pigmentation, vitiligo and other pigmentary 
disorders

• Plenary Session 6: Melanoma – from prevention 
to therapy

• Lunch & IFPCS Council 
• Plenary Session 7: Melanoma – molecular 

underpinnings and breakthroughs
• PASPCR Business Meeting 
• Poster Session
• Gala Dinner / Distillery Tour

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
(Joint Symposium with UK Gluck Equine
Research Center)
• Plenary Session 8: Equine pigmentation and skin 

health
• Morning Break 
• Plenary Session 9: Equine melanoma
• Lunch
• Equine Hospital Tour / Other Horse-Centric 

Activities
• Dinner on a Horse Farm 

PLENARY SCIENTIFIC SESSION THEMES 
• Melanocyte development and differentiation
• Melanin chemistry and photobiology
• UV radiation and skin physiology
• Melanoma prevention
• Disorders of pigmentation
• Melanocyte and melanoma signaling
• Melanoma oncogenesis
• Breakthroughs in melanoma therapies
• Diversity of human pigmentation
• Animal models of pigmentation and melanoma
• Equine pigmentation and horse health
• Equine melanoma mechanisms and therapies
• Diversity, equity and inclusion 
• Pigment biology opportunities in industry
• Mentorship and networking

CONFIRMED SPEAKERS

2021 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
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Andrew Alexis
Amanda Haage
Amaya Viros
Amanda Lund
Kieran Smalley
Sean Morrison
Greg Barsh
Rebecca Bellone
Kenneth Sullins
Nathan Slovis

Leif Andersson
Robert Judson-Torres
Seemal Desai
Sancy Leachman
Janel Wangari Olivero
Alexey Belkin
Prashiela Manga
Suzi Chen
Emma Adam



We’re offering three registration options:

In-Person/Onsite Only*
Online Only
FLEX:  Onsite and/or Online*

You may choose to join us in Lexington; or, you 
can decide to join us via Internet streaming; or, 
you may want the FLEXibility to register now and 
to make your travel decisions later. With any 
option, you will experience the same 
programming.

Pricing for all registration options:

PASPCR Members:  $450
ASP/SOCS Members:  $450
Students/Trainees:  $300
Non-Members:  $650**

*Register early:  Number of In-Person/Onsite  
attendees subject to any COVID-19 room capacity
limits in September 2021.

**Save $46 by becoming a PASPCR member   
before registering!

REGISTRATION / INFORMATION

THANK YOU TO OUR CURRENT SPONSORS

UK Vice President for Research 

UK-Center for Appalachian Research in 
Environmental Sciences (UK-CARES) 

IN-KIND SPONSORS
Event coordination and graphic

design by Markey Cancer Center’s
Research Communications Office
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For sponsorship information, e-mail: 
wesley.scott@uky.edu or visit: 
Paspcr2021.wordpress.com

SPONSORSHIP & EVENT INFORMATION

SPONSORSHIP CONTACT

WESLEY SCOTT
Associate Director of 
Philanthropy 
wesley.scott@uky.edu
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EVENT CONTACTS

TERRY KEYS
Event Coordinator
terry.keys@uky.edu

JOHN D’ORAZIO, MD, PhD
President, PASPCR
jdorazio@uky.edu

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS
ü Platinum Sponsor
ü Plenary Session Sponsor 
• Melanoma
• UV radiation and skin physiology 
• Melanocyte development, differentiation
• Melanocyte signaling
• Human pigmentation
• Animal models for pigmentation
• Focus session

ü Signature Sponsor
ü Scholarship Sponsor 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
EQUINE-SPECIFIC SESSIONS
ü Bluegrass Sponsor
ü Equine Sponsor 

mailto:wesley.scott@uky.edu

